1 October 2004

Wales Searches for Outstanding Leaders 

A new Award aimed at finding the very best leaders and managers in organisations throughout Wales, is launched today.

The Leading Wales Awards have been developed by a consortium of professional institutes, the voluntary and public sector and private companies, and seek to recognise and celebrate personal achievement in outstanding leadership and management. Nominations are sought from all over Wales and the final will be held at the Cardiff Hilton on 11 February 2005.

The awards will have four categories: businesses employing over 250; businesses employing fewer than 250; public sector; and voluntary/not for profit organisations. An independent judging panel will assess nominations and interview all successfully short listed candidates from each category. Nominations close on Friday 12 November.

Judges will be looking for clear examples of how nominees provide direction in their jobs for others, how they secure commitment, manage change and achieve results. 

The Awards are sponsored by Business in Focus, Legal & General, The Principality and Quadrant.

Said Barbara Chidgey, spokesperson for the Leading Wales Awards: “Current awards in Wales do not specifically recognise and celebrate outstanding leaders and managers. Research by the Wales Management Council indicates just how important it is for us to identify, acknowledge and celebrate such talent”.

The judges will be looking to find those, whatever their role and responsibilities, whose work impacts positively on moving their organisation forward.

Christopher Ward, chief executive of the Wales Management Council, said: “The organising consortium share a passionate and professional belief that outstanding leadership and management – in all sectors – is the key driver of the growth of the economy of Wales.

“In judging the Awards considerable emphasis will also be placed on the softer skills of inspirational leadership and motivation and the way in which they help an organisation achieve its goals.”

More information on the awards can be obtained by logging on to www.leadingwalesawards.com or by phoning 029 2069 4949. Nominations can be made on line.

The Leading Wales Awards 2005 consortium members are: Association of Chartered & Certified Accountants; Cardiff Business School; Chartered Management Institute; Common Purpose; Dolmans Solicitors; Hilton Cardiff; Learning Pathways Cymru and the Wales Management Council, with BBC Radio Wales as broadcast partners.

Further information from Bill Jenkins, Quadrant, 02920 694900, 

bill-jenkins@quadrant.uk.com
