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Media  release: 10 11 08
Unique Wales conference will provide practical solutions to assist those leading and managing in uncertain times

Imagination and boldness are among the key characteristics leaders must have to operate effectively during the current challenging times.

For business and organisations to survive and to thrive these traits, along with others such as resourcefulness, inspiration and commitment, have to come to the fore.
Creative leadership in uncertain times is the theme of Lead On 2008 a unique conference aimed at exploring ways to raise leadership and management skills. 

The conference and exhibition, at the University of Wales, Newport, on Thursday (13 11 08) and exhibition, uses a mixture of key note speakers and master classes to deliver its message.
Speakers include Professor Eddie Obeng, founder of Pentacle, the world's first virtual business school and Simon Middleton of The Creative Thinking Laboratory.

Lead On 2008 spokesman and Wales Management Council Chief Executive Christopher Ward said: "This year's conference, the fourth, is set to raise the bar even further in its ability to deliver creative and practical solutions to assist individuals achieve the very best results from their leadership and management.

"Both Eddie Obeng and Simon Middleton are renowned, engaging and excellent speakers who we are delighted to have been able to secure for Lead On 2008.

The Lead On consortium is made up of and organised by the principal leadership and management organisations in Wales. They are the Chartered Management Institute, the Institute of Directors, The Chartered Institute of Marketing, the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development, the Institute of Leadership and Management and Wales Management Council. 

Lead On 2008 is being staged this Thursday, November 13, at the Caerleon Campus of University of Wales, Newport from 9am to 4pm. For more details about the conference, speakers and master classes and to book  please visit www.leadon2008.com  or call 029 2047 1115. 

Picture caption: Practical solutions: Key note speaker Eddie Obeng

Notes: 

Lead On 2008 Keynote speakers

Professor Eddie Obeng, founder director of Pentacle the world’s first virtual business school, was previously an executive director at Ashridge Management College. He started his career with Shell. Eddie and his team have spent the best part of the past decade re-writing the fundamentals of business management to create their own coherent joined up approach.  Eddie, who conference organisers say delivers genuinely new concepts, materials and practices, has written up his work in a dozen books. He is reputed to be exciting, energising, thought provoking rigorous with a generous dash of humour.

Professor Obeng keynote is entitled:  The Complete Leader: How to Lead to Results

Simon Middleton helps clients to dramatically innovate and change to help them to gain market share. With in excess of 20 years experience in industry he is founder of the specialist consultancy Simon Middleton Company and co founder of the strategy and brand company Turton Middleton. Simon consults, coaches, leads workshops and delivers keynotes for a wide variety of clients across the UK and mainland Europe.  Simon will deliver an interactive key note in the afternoon entitled: The Creative Thinking Laboratory.

The Lead On Conference has previously been staged in Cardiff, Chepstow and Swansea. The theme for 2008, which changes each year, is creative leadership and management in uncertain times. 
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